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 Greetings, friends, in the name of the One who is God with us!   

 

 Welcome to 2022!  The prayer of the Bartlett United Methodist Church is that these twelve 

 months will bring you new blessings, new hope, and new opportunities to witness to God’s love 

 in Christ Jesus.   

 

Part of ringing in a new year has traditionally been the making of resolutions: reflecting on 

one’s life and deciding to alter something.  Some people resolve to lose weight.  Others resolve 

to quit smoking.  Still others take on practices, like doing more volunteer work or journaling.  But the essence of any of 

these resolutions is the same: they’re all about being or doing differently.  They’re all about change. 

 

The Christian life, too, is about change.  It’s about putting away that which keeps us from fully loving God and others, 

and giving ourselves to following Jesus’ lead.  That said, we’re well aware that we stumble in this from time to time.  We 

all get off track now and then; we lose sight of what’s important—of our why—and allow our devotion to Christ to be 

swallowed up or crowded out by other stuff.   

 

John Wesley recognized this too, which is the reason he regularly held covenant renewal services: those in which people 

were called to intentionally rededicate themselves to the way of Christ.  We held such a service on the last day of De-

cember, and part of its liturgy was a form of this prayer: 

Lord, make me what you will.   

I put myself fully into your hands:  

put me to doing, put me to suffering,  

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,  

let me be full, let me be empty,  

let me have all things, let me have nothing.   

I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

It isn’t difficult to pray such a prayer.  But it’s quite difficult to pray it and mean it.  Are we truly willing to yield our-

selves to God in this way?  Can we offer everything we have and everything we are to our God-breathed why?  I’d con-

tend that we must, if we’re to find contentment.  We must, if we’re to find blessing.  We must, if we’re to find life.  What-

ever else we resolve to do or commit ourselves to, none is as important as our being given to God’s design and desire for 

us.  With a new year before us, may this be our aim. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

The Hospitality Ministry is in need of your help. We need your help on Sunday mornings and other special services in 

forms of Greeters, Ushers, Welcome Table Attendants, and Muggers. Below you will find the responsibilities of each role. 

JoLaine Wyatt  and Shannon Park are available to answer any questions you may have or call the church office to sign 

up! 

Greeters:  open doors; welcome people; distribute bulletins 

Ushers: distribute attendance pads and guest cards; pass offering plates; collect attend-

ance sheets & guest cards after worship and place in Oaks Hall sacristy 

Welcome Table Attendants: if guests come to table, offer them bread & info about church 

Mugger: Deliver mug & senior Pastor's card to guests within 24 hours of worship ending 



 

 

TAKE A BREATH! …BREATHE…           

Go ahead…I’ll wait!  

You are the only one that can stop your-

self and make yourself breathe…I mean 

REALLY breathe.  Do you know that we 

only use a fraction of our lung capacity to 

do our breathing!  Try this…take a breath 

in…now a little more…a little more…you see you have so much more capacity in your lungs God gave you to 

breathe.  Now breathe out – don’t just blow the breath out and be done….slowly release your breath…and when you 

think you have…release more…and just a little more.  On average, you take 20,000 breaths per day. It is said that to 

increase your life span, you must reduce your breathing from 16 breaths a minute to 10.    

I have done this exercise so many times with the youth…and myself!  The problem is I keep forgetting to breathe…I 

mean breathe to the fullest what God has given me.  Instead I go through my day just breathing in and out only a frac-

tion of what I am capable of.  It’s called shallow breathing.   So true with life don’t you think?  We just go through it get-

ting by, holding on, and perservering whatever the day or minute brings.  Instead, I think we all could be better if we 

would rely on the gift that God has instilled in the very body He created to live life to the fullest…breathe in moments –

good or bad- because that’s what teaches us grace, mercy and joy.   The kind of grace, mercy and joy that God gives us…

we can feel and take in!  I pray that the more we practice this it doesn’t become an exercise of a reminder but a habit of 

our faith.  “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” Job 33:4 

I pray that instead of only breathing in a fraction of God’s gift feeling only a “shallow” amount of God’s goodness we 

breathe it ALL in – real deep! 

It won’t matter what you are going through – that extra amount of breath will allow God to fill you with what you need- 

right then and there to see Him in what’s going on and allow Him to slow you down to receive His full blessings and 

peace.   

So go ahead…start now…what are you waiting for…. BREATHE IN…go ahead…God’s waiting! 

May you breathe in a blessed day! 

In Christ,  

Lynn Thompson  

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

My Momma and Daddy taught my sisters and me the importance of writing thank-you notes at an 

early age.  I would like to say that I’ve always followed their example but I feel like I’ve fallen short 

lately, particularly when it comes to thanking you for your support of the church.  A few years ago I 

tried to send a thank-you to everyone who turned in their pledge card—you have no idea how much 

those pledges mean because most people do everything in their power to meet that promise which 

gives us some financial security.  Af   ter seventy notes or so, though, my hand gave out and I got 

busy with something else I’m sure.  So, even though it’s not the same as a hand-written note, 

please know how sincerely grateful the pastors and staff of BUMC are for your continued fi-

nancial support, how grateful I am.  We realize things aren’t fully “back to normal” and that 

some have stopped attending in-person service either out of an abundance of caution or frus-

tration with masking  or simply because they’re out of the habit now that they can watch from 

the comfort of their own homes.  But most have realized that we’re doing the best we can and have continued to sup-

port our efforts.  For that we are extremely grateful; I am extremely grateful. 

At the time of this writing (December 15) I have 105 returned pledge cards sitting on my desk waiting to be entered.  I 

believe we sent out somewhere in the neighborhood of 400 so that puts us at a return rate of 26%.  Last year we had a 

return of about 40% and 45% the year before that.  I know that people will still give regardless of whether or not they 

turned in a pledge card, but I find it interesting and a little troubling that our commitment to give seems to be decreas-

ing year after year. To the 105 families that have made a commitment for the coming year, thank you.  If you haven’t 

turned in your card or you’re not sure if you have, it’s not too late.  And it really doesn’t matter if it’s $5 or $5000—it 

all helps. 

I look forward to reporting our Christmas offering numbers to you next month.  Our church has always been incredi-

bly generous when it comes to supporting those who need our help and I trust that this time will be no different.  I 

hope that you and your families have a truly Merry Christmas! 

God bless, 

Rachel 

Rachel Hasty 

Senior Accountant 

rhasty@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

           It is always a joy to see our children lead in worship!  So many thanks go to our children              

           and leaders for their work on the Christmas program.  We are so blessed to have such 

dedicated children and adults!  

Our children always work hard, so when the Christmas program is finished, it’s time to 

party.  Enjoy the pictures of our program and Christmas party! 

We had to move the Kingdom Chorale Hymn Sing to the spring this year. Each year the 

children learn hymns for this event.  This is our second time to learn your favorites.  I received a few responses from 

Sunday School classes for hymn favorites in the fall.  If your class did not respond last fall, I will be contacting everyone 

again.   

We will resume our Wednesday evening schedule on January 5th.  Campanella Ringers (2nd - 5th grades) meet at 5:00 

pm in the Music Suite.  At 6pm, Kingdom Chorale (2nd – 5th grades) will meet in the Music Suite, Wesley Choir (K – 

1st grades) will meet in room 013, and Littlest Angels will meet in room 012 near the music suite.   

If you are not involved in any of our music ministries, now is a great time to join as we are starting on new projects in all 

of the handbell and singing choirs.  Always remember that you may join at any time.  It is never too late!   

If you have any questions about the Children’s Music Program, or Handbells, please contact me through the church of-

fice 386-4563, or by email karens@bartlettumc.org 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00       Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

November 28-$20,158.00      December 12-$25,531.53 November 28-$2,704.00      December 12-$8,319.92 

December 5-$22,050.50         December 19-$20,856.50 December 5-$6,302.50          December 19-$5,866.50 

Our Gifts 

Sympathy is expressed to the family of our church member, Neva Sue Ray upon her death; to Gary and Charlotte 

White upon the death of their grandson, Trevor White; to Bonice Henson upon the death of her brother, Glendel  

Peddy; to Teresa Yarwood upon the death of her brother, Michael Harmon; to the family of Joe Thompson upon his 

death. 



 

 

 

Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

January 4     Room in the Inn 5:30-7pm,  2 or 3 volunteers needed 

              18     Room in the Inn 5:30-7pm, 2 or 3 volunteers needed 

             25     Takeout Tuesday  4:30pm, meet in the LEC 

    akeout Tuesday 

We are moving from a Saturday delivery so that  we do not ask volunteers to be here on a weekend day for something 

that takes so little time. We will need 2 or 3 people to help in the kitchen and with boxing the meals. We will need 10-15 

people to deliver. The plan is to take the meals out around 4:15-4:30 since it does get dark earlier . The routes will be 

close by and we will only be delivering to the people on our list. We will expand in the spring to include meals to the 

streets. If you know someone in need just let me know. Right now our list is about 40 people.  Remember that this minis-

try is about contact with people we do not see as often as before. 

 

If you have been by the church lately, did you notice the boom lifts with the painter on them 

washing and painting everything from the signs to the steeple? We have changed some colors 

on hand rails and doors.  It has really brightened the campus up! Now the Sanctuary and 

Oaks Hall and the basement all have been completed. I’ll 

slowly put  some of the quilts and pictures back up.  

Would you like to take a ride to the top of the steeple in one 

of these? 

Have a blessed week, 

 Eddie Lindsey       

Eddie Lindsey 
Maintenance/Facility    
Supervisor 
elindsey@bartlettumc.org 

Thank you for your toy dona-

tions for Perea Preschool! The 

kids (and Perry, too!) had so 

much fun! 
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Need a breather? A few moments to rest in God’s presence? Join us every 

Wednesday at noon in the Chapel for prayer and communion.  How can we 

pray for you today?  If you cannot attend, let the pastors know your joys and 

concerns and we will pray for and with you. 

Saturday, January 8 at 8:00am                           

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and   

speaker. Breakfast is $5 and first timers                 

eat for free! 

Please call the church office to reserve your spot.       

All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

        

Fun Club Meeting 

Tuesday, January 18 

10am, LEC Gym 

 All those ages 50 and older are invited to an Open House Game Day. Partici-

pants are not required to be members of our church. Enjoy refreshments, games 

and prizes. For more information please call Sandy Dunn 901 486-5776.  


