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                 “The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the    

transformation of the world.”   

                  “The Mission of Bartlett United Methodist Church is to know Christ and to make Christ     

              known to all people through worship, education, and service in our community and 

throughout the world.” 

       Both of these are great statements and I endorse them whole heartedly 100%.  The question 

we must ask ourselves is how do we live out these statements here in Bartlett, Tennessee in 

this day and time?  As with almost everything context makes a difference.  I am in my 35th 

year serving as a pastor in the UMC.  I have served eleven different churches in seven ap-

pointments and I emphasize the word “different.”  Sure, there were similarities among some 

of them but each had its own context that was shaped by its location, its history and the per-

       sonalities that made it the church it was. 

Donna and I are learning the context of Bartlett UMC.  Trust me when I say our context here is different from my first 

appointment in Robertson County in 1988 when 300 new homes were planned around the two churches I served as to-

bacco fields were transformed into subdivisions to serve as a bedroom community for Nashville.  Neither of the two 

churches were willing to adapt to their new context and even though the population has boomed, they have remained 

small, family centered churches whose long term future is in doubt. 

Likewise, Bartlett’s context is very different from Ridgely UMC near Reelfoot Lake.  Lake County was/is one of the poor-

est counties in the nation.  The largest community in the county is the prison complex which is also the county’s largest 

employer.  This reality shapes how Ridgely UMC makes disciples for the transformation of the world. 

Few of us like to admit this, but context is not static.  It is always changing to a certain degree and occasionally that 

change is dramatic.  Our context is not the same as it was 20 years ago.  It is not even the same as it was 2 years ago.  

Now we can do one of two things.  We can mourn and long for the “good old days” which will do next to nothing to ad-

vance our mission for Jesus.  Or we can acknowledge our new context, adapt to it and make Christ known in our new 

reality.  Adapting will almost certainly include letting some things go.  Dr. Henry Cloud, a psychologist, wrote a book 

entitled “Necessary Endings” that I think graciously encourages us to be honest.  We need to see some “endings as a nec-

essary and strategic step to something better.”  Good opportunities will be lost if we avoid ending some programs, no 

matter how beloved, that have run their course and no longer fit our current context.  Very few people can do a lot of 

things well.  The same is true of churches.  We need to focus on those things that best help us to fulfill our mission. 

At the suggestion of Rev. Donna and Janet Wiens, our Lay Leader, we are designating November as a month of prayer 

for Bartlett UMC.  This will be a time of intentional daily prayer.  We are seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit to re-

veal to us how we can be the best mission station for Jesus in Bartlett, Tennessee in 2023 and in the years to come.  We 

will provide a prayer focus for each day in November through a calendar included with this newsletter.  We hope Sunday 

School classes will incorporate the Sunday foci into their prayer time.  On each Tuesday the chapel will be open from 9 

to 3 for individual prayer.  We will offer a prayer sheet each Tuesday that will have some guided prayers or you can just 

spend some time praying in the pews or at the chancel rail.  We will also have two “Prayer Meetings.”  The first will be 

Wednesday, November 2nd in the sanctuary at 6 p.m. and we will end the month of prayer on Wednesday, November 

30th at 6 p.m. with a final time of corporate prayer.  We also have a Prayer Labyrinth, newly restored, behind the old 

counseling center building.  November would be a great month to walk the labyrinth as a way of praying.  Never forget 

an important part of praying is listening for God.  

I strongly encourage you to join your sisters and brothers at Bartlett UMC in prayer for the month of November as we 

seek to discern where God is leading and how we can best fulfill our mission to our local community and the world. 

Grace & Peace,  Dean 

 

Rev. Dean Emerson 
Senior Pastor 
demerson@bartlettumc.org 

731-441-1409  



 

 

 

Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

 

You may start bringing in supplies now for Thanksgiving baskets. November 15th will be the last day since Thanksgiving 

baskets need to be at schools that week. 

 Here are our needs for baskets; 

                   $25 gift cards for turkey                    2 boxes stuffing               

      1 small-medium bottle cooking oil          1 bag flour               

      1 bag sugar                                       1 box instant potatoes     

      1 box family size tea bags                  1 package kool aid                        

      1 large or 2 small mac & cheese                1 can cranberry sauce                                 

      1 box brownie mix                          2 canned vegetables     

 The value of the box is about $40-45 if you would rather donate. 

November 1    Takeout Tuesday, 5pm-need volunteers to deliver meals          

    15    Last day for Thanksgiving basket collection 

                  17    John Light Food Pantry 

       19    St. Johns soup kitchen,4:30pm-6pm 

     I would like to start by expressing my sincere gratitude for each and every one of you who 

     have made me feel so welcome at Bartlett UMC. From my very first Wednesday meal before    

     my first rehearsal with the choir, I was welcomed with smiles, kind words, and sincere        

     conversations from people who were eager to know me. I have not felt such a warm and      

inviting atmosphere since I was in church in high school. Every time I’ve been at the church I 

am met with the same  expressions from others, and I can’t tell you enough how much it 

means to me. I love getting to be part of this community of faith! To Karen especially, for all 

the help and guidance she has provided. Karen, you are a treasure. 

For those who haven’t met me yet, my name is Donia Wade and I am excited to serve as the interim director of Chancel 

Choir, Crossroads Youth Choir, and the praise band! After receiving my bachelor’s degree focusing on choral conducting 

I moved to Memphis in 2015 to pursue my Masters of Music in vocal performance. I have served in the church as a cho-

ral section leader, director of children’s music, and music assistant for the past 7 years at Idlewild Presbyterian Church. I 

have also been serving as a K-8 music teacher since my graduation in December 2017. At school I enjoy teaching my stu-

dents to sing, read music, and to play the ukulele and guitar, but mostly I enjoy getting to know them as individuals and 

taking part in shaping their future endeavors. I also sing with the Rhodes MasterSingers, serving as soprano section 

leader, so I stay pretty busy! At home I enjoy spending time with my family through music, board games, movies, and 

motorcycle adventures! 

We have some exciting music coming your way for the Advent and Christmas season. Now is a great time to dust off your 

pipes and join the choir for our Christmas cantata, Let There Be Christmas, for which we will rehearse every Wednesday 

evening from 7:00-7:45 p.m. Adults and youth are welcome! Choir rehearsals will continue from 7:45-8:30 to prepare 

for upcoming Sunday anthems. This season we are hopeful to bring in some beautiful instrumentalists to further en-

hance our worship experience at Bartlett UMC. On that note, if you play an instrument and would like to offer your time 

and talents as a part of worship, please reach out to Karen and I so that we can work with you to determine when and 

what you might play. Also, the praise band is always in need of some extra instrumentalists on the piano, bass, and gui-

tar. If you or someone you know might be interested in that, please don’t hesitate to reach out. I look forward to meeting 

each and every one of you!  

 

Donia Wade 
Interim Director of Music 
donia.rachelle@gmail.com 



 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $26,788       Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623 

October 2-$22,269       October 16-$15,236 October 2-$4,978  October 16-$3,200    

October 9-$12,373            October 9-$3,510          

Our Gifts 

Sympathy is expressed to Mike McCaslin upon the death of his sister, Suzy Lents; to Melody Smith upon the 

death of her mother, Peggy Christle. 

This letter is from Rev. Trina Morrison, Executive Director of Hannah’s Hope. Hannah’s Hope has 

offices in our church building. If you would like more information about Hannah’s Hope and learn 

about this important ministry, visit their website at www.hannahs-hope.org 

Do you remember the phrase “Christmas is not your birthday” from last month’s newsletter? Rev. Dean challenged the 

congregation to contribute at least 10% of what they spend on Christmas to the Bartlett UMC Christmas offering.   



 

 

   Thanks to Marti Tabor for asking a question earlier in the month that inspired this news-   

   letter article. Marti asked about fees associated with giving online rather than by check.    

   Excellent question! We have turned in to a plastic society and I am just as guilty as anyone of 

   pulling out my debit/credit card to pay for something just because I don’t carry cash any    

   more.  Other people are the exact opposite—they prefer cash to plastic. But, so you’ll know, 

   yes, there are fees associated with both ways of giving. 

If you choose to give online, we do pay a basic transaction rate of $.50. Additional fees are 

determined by the method of your payment. If you choose to pay by transfer from your 

checking/savings account, the rate is significantly less than if you pay by credit/debit card. A 

look back at figures paid already for 2022 show ACH fees have averaged around .3% com-

pared to credit/debit card rates of 4.3%. Let me put that in dollar amounts that might be bet-

ter to understand: we have paid $1066 in fees on the $331,165 worth of ACH transfers this year VERSUS $10,000 in fees 

on the $231,600 worth of credit/debit card transactions. That’s a pretty substantial difference. 

There are fees associated with paying by cash or check as well. Generally, we pay about $.15 for the bank to process a 

deposited check in addition to a monthly maintenance fee on our account as well as some other fees. A look at last 

month’s statement shows that we deposited around 225 checks, resulting in fees of $33.75 just for the checks that were 

deposited. 

No matter what method you use, there is a cost to the church. While we’re certainly not going to ask you to stop giving, if 

you’re undecided about which method of giving to use, this information might help you make a decision. Either way, it’s 

interesting information that I thought I’d share with you. I know it certainly makes me think when I pull out my credit/

debit card to pay for a $.75 candy bar! Thanks for the inspiration, Marti! 

Rachel Hasty 

Senior Accountant 

rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

Eddie Lindsey 

Maintenance/Facility Supervisor 

elindsey@bartlettumc.org 

To honor our Veterans, we will display military uniforms, plaques, and other memorabilia 

in Oaks Hall on Sunday, November 13th. If you have items to display or questions about 

the display, please contact Larry Bailey at 674-3164 or Eddie Lindsey at 386-4563. 

We have finally installed the automatic handicap door openers after being ordered for 

6 months. 

To open the doors, wave your hand over the black button on the wall because they are 

touchless. The bathrooms in the Sanctuary and basement do not have the button. For 

these, just push the door and it’ll open. 

Have a blessed week, 

Eddie Lindsey 



 

 

        If you haven’t had the opportunity to meet Donia Wade, please do so quickly! She will be 

        helping us through the interim as we begin our search for a music director. Donia is           

        already bringing much excitement to our music and sees many possibilities for our music 

       department. Please come and join us on Wednesdays at 7pm for rehearsals. 

We have such wonderful children, who are always willing to help out leading in worship. 

You have already seen them in worship twice in September and twice in October. They will 

sing on November 13th, again taking on some of the duties of worship leadership. 

I am forever grateful to our church leadership for embracing our children as they learn to lead in worship. Our children 

learn to love worshiping our Lord by experiencing it with all of you and their parents. 

Christmas is always such an exciting time at BUMC! And this year is no different! The children have already been work-

ing on the Christmas program, so mark your calendars for December 11th at 10:15am. The Campanella Ringers, Littlest 

Angels, Wesley Choir, and Kingdom Chorale will present service music, and “Light of the World” by Mark Patterson, 

during our morning worship service. As I write this, several have already auditioned for singing, speaking, and instru-

mental parts. Please come and bring friends to celebrate Christ’s birth, and be inspired to take the “Light of the World” 

out into our community. 

In keeping with developing some intergenerational relationships within our congregation, there are 4 positions open in 

Campanella Ringers. If you are interested in learning to ring handbells with our children, please contact me for more 

details. Bartlett Bells also has a couple of openings on Thursday mornings. YOU are always welcome! Remember that it’s 

never too late to join a music ensemble. 

Many extra thanks to Beth Collins and Loring Porter for their unending support of the youth choir. They attend every 

rehearsal and performance and coordinate many behind the scene tasks for the Crossroads Youth choir. Your love and 

dedication is appreciated more than you know! 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Sunday Worship Music Offerings 
 

November 6 All Saints Sunday-One Service 

 @ 10:15 Chancel Choir 

November 13  

@ 8:20 Chancel Bells, Crossroads Youth Choir 

@ 10:50 Worship Band, Chancel Bells, Kingdom Chorale 

November 20 

@ 8:20 Chancel Choir 

@ 10:50 Worship Band 

November 27  

@ 8:20 Chancel Choir, Bartlett Bells 

@ 10:50 Worship Band, Bartlett Bells 

Hanging of the Greens volunteers needed! 

Sunday, November 20, 5:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Mark Your Calendars!!!!It’s time to start thinking about this years Hanging of the Greens 

service and we need your help!! 

We are looking for readers as well as individuals and families to help place garland, wreaths, and candles in the Sanctu-

ary on this special night.  It will also be a night to give our Christmas gifts of toys to Perea School and monetary dona-

tions to Reelfoot. There will be a special area in Oaks Hall to collect the gifts as you arrive for Hanging of the Greens.  

If  you would like to participate as a reader or help to place garland, wreaths and more, please call/text or email Marcia 

Kerl (482-9738, huskers1207@att.net). All are welcome and encouraged to come and celebrate the beginning of  Ad-

vent—bring your family, friends and neighbors, come with your Sunday School Class. Please bring a piece of fresh 

greenery with you (Pine, Magnolia, Cedar, Holly, etc. No red berries please) to adorn the chancel railing. We will fellow-

ship following the Hanging of the Greens with a Potluck Chili Dinner in the LEC.  More info coming on the Chili Potluck 

in the LEC, and a special thank you to Steve and Lori Minch for helping coordinate the Chili Potluck. 

This is always a special night preparing our beautiful Sanctuary for the Advent season. Please join us for this festive 

night of fellowship. 



 

 

          WOW! JUST WOW!  It's November and MAN OH MAN! I am thankful!  I am praying that 

          you are entering this month with gratitude and thanksgiving!  First and foremost- We are 

          children of an AMAZING God that showers us with His grace and mercy!  He is a God that 

wants to spend eternity with us!  Yep! even on our most horrible disastrous days...He still  

loves us and wants to be a part of our life! 

GOD IS GOOD! ALL THE TIME!   

Now you may ask why all the excitement Lynn?  Well! I mean I have just been hanging out 

at Bartlett UMC and my heart is FULL!  I mean...we have the most amazing YOUTH... they continue to bless me with 

their insights, wisdom, shenanigans, laughter and praise.  We are so blessed to have each one of them!  And I hope that if 

one of them lives in your house...you are being grateful and blessed because they are doing great things and their hearts 

are GOOD!!! 

I am also so amazed at the great works around the church - like our labyrinth 

which I SOOOO love!  Two amazing Eagle scouts have given us an opportunity to 

experience a place to focus on just praying...having a conversation with God and 

bringing our hopes, dreams and concerns to God and then to leave with gratitude 

and hope and peace for all that has been on our hearts.  If you haven't taken the 

opportunity to walk our labyrinth - it's behind the Counseling center building by 

the picnic tables.  I encourage you to experience it! 

And then just take a look and see how God's 

beauty has busted through our LEC walls with an 

amazing Mural that shares beauty, joy and hope 

and the best part...it is for you to be a part of the 

art!  It is a reminder that we all can be the angels 

on earth.  We can all share hope, love, grace here 

on earth.  Our world needs to see the good in 

each of us that God has granted.  God needs us to 

be His messengers - whether big or small - He   

                                            needs us all! 

So I am grateful - not because it is November and Thanksgiving is coming.  Take 

a look around!  I am grateful and my heart is full because THIS is the day the 

Lord has made....and I am going to REJOICE and BE GLAD in it!  I hope you will 

too! 

In Christ,   

Lynn 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Mark your calendars for these One Worship Sundays. Sunday school begins at 

9:00am and worship at 10:15am on these Sundays: 

November 6-All Saints 

December 11-Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18-Christmas Cantata 

December 25-Christmas Day 



 

 

        I am so excited about the holiday season this year! I feel that my family has been extended 

        triple-fold. Not only do I get to experience Fall Fest, Thanksgiving and Christmas with my 

        own family and children, but you and yours too! I am so thankful to be here at Bartlett 

UMC. And thankful for all of you! 

Thankfulness… is what pops in my head when I hear “November.” Does it for you too? 

Children’s Ministry will have a “Thankfulness Tree” in the Children’s 

Sunday School hallway during the month of November. When you and 

your kids come to Sunday School, stop there first and write something (or somethings) on a paper 

leaf (provided) that you and/or your child is thankful for. Stick it to our tree and watch as the leaves 

fill the bare branches. What a great visual this will be for our children to see all the things that we 

have said “thank you” to God for. 

We will also be collecting canned goods to stock the food pantry. You can drop these off at the 

“thankfulness tree.” By donating food, we teach our children that the Lord provides for us and that 

we should provide for others as well. This is also a good reminder that we should be in a mindset of 

always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to our God and Father; like 

the Bible mentions in Ephesians 5:20. 

Next is the Advent Season. Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th. The Children’s Ministry has a treat for the kiddos 

on Facebook for Advent. You can find our Children’s Ministry Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

BartlettUMCChildrensMinistry. We will read an Advent story together each night beginning November 30th @ 6 pm. 

We will read “Advent Storybook: 24 Stories to Share Before Christmas” by Antonie Schneider. Join us each night at 6 pm 

through December 24th for a bedtime story about a little bear that seeks the Christ Child. Remember to share this with 

friends and family so they can join us too! 

And in December…Happy Birthday JESUS!! This is a true celebration time! We will have a Birth-

day Party for Jesus on December 4th during Children’s Church. We will have Children’s Church 

on this Sunday even though we usually don’t on first Sundays, but because the last three Sundays 

in December (December 11th & the 18th) are one-worship Sundays, we will have a special time on 

December 4th. 

What a blessing that Christmas is on Sunday this year!! I pray that you are just as excited as I am and bring your family 

to worship at 10:15 with us! There will not be Sunday School or nursery on Christmas, which allows families to worship 

all together. So, open your gifts and throw on your Christmas clothes and get here. It will be great!! 

Staci Hissong 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

shissong@bartlettumc.org 

Our Kid’s Day Out program is in need of teachers and substitute teachers!! 

Our program is on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, and occasionally a make 

up day on Wednesdays. Free child care is provided for our teacher’s children 

that are KDO age and half price for pre-school age. This is a great opportuni-

ty for someone who wants to earn a little extra money while their children 

are in school. You may call 388-1698 or drop by the KDO office and talk to 

the director, Cheryl Phillips, if you would like more information. 



 

 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift? The 

new church cookbook makes a great gift! Stop 

by the church office or email Helen Stillwell at 

hstillwell@bartlettumc.org to get copies for 

everyone on your Christmas list. Each cook-

book is $10 cash or check.  

Do you love to travel? Meet new people? See new sights? The Fun Club is excited to offer 2 travel opportunities for 

2023. 

 May 28-June 4, 2023, America's Cowboy Country 

Highlights...Jackson Hole, Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks, Buffalo Bill   

Center, Deadwood, Custer State Park, Crazy Horse Memorial, MT Rushmore and Badlands 

National Park. 

August 18-26, 2023 

Highlights of Norway (with optional post tour extension to Iceland) 

Venture to a place where crashing ocean meets craggy mountain and forge majestic      

Norwegian fjords. 

Highlights...Oslo, Fram Museum, Stave Church, Flam Railway, Sognefjord, Briksdal    

Glacier, Geirangerfjord Cruise, Bergen 

Brochures are available in the church office.  Take advantage of the early booking discount 

to get $100 early booking bonus for Cowboy Country. Registration forms need to be turned 

in to Treva by Nov. 14. Contact Treva Jolley at 490-8030 for more information.  

There is also an additional travel opportunity...join Ross Hamilton for the Bible Land     

Exploration February 6-15, 2023. Visit places such as Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, the 

Jordan River, Jericho, Jerusalem, and many more historical sights.  Contact Ross (605-

6887) for more information on this once in a lifetime trip.  
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Saturday, November 12 at 8:00am                            

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and special 

speaker Mick Wright, Shelby County Commissioner. 

Bring your questions! Breakfast is $5 and first timers 

eat for free! 

Fun Club Meeting is Tuesday, November 15th at 10am in 

the LEC. 

 The meeting will include a program presented by Sue and 
Jack Coleman on the history of Bartlett.  Please call Sandy 
Dunn (486-5776) or Charlotte White (381-4954) for more 

information.  

Tuesday, November 8 at 10:00am 

Cook Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited to our meeting and lunch 

afterwards. Bring a friend! 


